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Introduction

Evolution & Revolution

The plan for accomplishing our goals

We want to show you how responsive we 
can be!
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Historical Perspective

Current Status

Next Steps
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Product Offerings
Historical Perspective

PRICE H
PRICE HL
PRICE S
PRICE M

XPERT/S
XPERT/H
PRICE S/SL
PRICE H/HL/M
- Integrated Suites
- Integrated Tables
- Integrated Generators
- Risk Analysis
- Custom Clipboard
- Labor & Material

Model evolution
PRICE E
ForeSight
-Excel Solution
-RDD-100 Solution

70 80 90 2000

Desktop EnterpriseMainframe
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Product Development
Historical Perspective

Distributed
Individual efforts
Isolated development environments
Islands of knowledge

Distributed
Team efforts
LAN
Version control

Centralized
Integrated Product Teams
Strategic outsourcing
IT Consulting
- Custom solutions
- Integrated environments
- Enterprise systems

70 80 90 2000

Desktop EnterpriseMainframe
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Current Status

Mission & Responsibilities

Organization

Services
– IT Consulting

– www product support

– Papers

Recent/Upcoming Releases
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Mission & Responsibilities

“To build great products!”

Evolution of existing products

Creation of new products

Quality Assurance

Documentation, Packaging & Production
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Product Development Organization

Jim Walter
Director

Todd Geiser
Software Lead

Arlene Minkiewicz
Software Lead

Pete Stanley
SW Engineer

Joe Bauer
SW Engineer

Greg Bachrach
Software Lead

Jane Phillips
Doc. Lead

Claudette Reeves
QA Lead

Mike Weiss
SW Engineer

Bob Rader
SW Engineer

Vera Zaychik
SW EngineerGurev Gambhir

SW Co-op
Alex Lawani
QA Co-op

Leaders

Individual Contributors

Outsourcing Vendors

Summary
13 Positions (2 revolving co-ops)
30% of PRICE workforce
7 Bachelors
3 Masters
100+ years development experience
78 years PRICE service
Outsource peak efforts
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Recent/Upcoming Releases
7 Key Enhancements
– Direct support for 95/98/NT (32-bit)

– Software security

– Data protection

– MCPLXS detail generator

– User definable tables

– Cosmetic enhancements
PRICE H Globals, notepad marker…

– Economic update

2 New Products
– PRICE Enterprise

– ForeSight

3 Enterprise Solutions
– Excel

– RDD-100

– MS Project
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H/HL/M for 95/98/NT

32 bit architecture
– Long filenames

– Faster

– More robust

Registry replaces
“.ini” file

Options dialog 
manages registry
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Software Security

Eliminates need for dongle

Applies to unlimited and limited sites

Does not run as a separate process
– (Doesn’t fail due to license manager not running)

Only an issue at initial installation
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Data Protection

Password protects sensitive financial data

Data is encrypted in file

Views limited to prevent reverse engineering
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Data Protection
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Improved MCPLXS Detail Generator

Spreadsheet view

Unlimited number of rows

Move & copy between rows

Zoom control to adjust display size
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Improved MCPLXS Detail Generator
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User Definable Tables

Microsoft Access database driven

Centralized administration capability

Linked to input parameters

3 dimensions of control
– Row

– Column

– Page
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User Definable Tables
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Improved Global Input Sheet
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Economic Update

Inflation rates and conversion factors 
updated to 1/98

Turkey added to economic model:

Euro added to economic model:
– Allows estimating in your currency and 

converting to another at output
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ForeSight 2.0

Commercial Information Systems Software 
Cost Model

Quick Estimate feature

Integrated Web Wizard

MS Project Enterprise-style interface



PRICE Systems - SYMPOSIUM 98 - Philadelphia, PA

ForeSight’s Quick Estimate Web 
Wizard
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ForeSight’s Project Interface

No graphic at time of printing 



PRICE Systems - SYMPOSIUM 98 - Philadelphia, PA

PRICE Enterprise

Interface layer

Enables smart,
intuitive interfaces

Uses Microsoft
COM/OLE

Accessibility

• COM/DCOM
• CORBA
• Java/VB/C++

• Attributes

• Output
publishing

• Design
Rules

Cost

Engine

API
API

API

Integrity

• Constraints

• Calibration

Interface
• Data
acquisition

• Control

• Methods
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Excel Solution

2 way, real time interface

Rows become PRICE elements

Columns become PRICE parameters

Column headers drop down parameter list

Able to open and save HPR files from Excel

PRICE can be visible or background

Parameter validation

Set only feature allows dependencies to 
calculate parameter values
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Excel Solution
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RDD-100 Solution

Imports a design from systems engineering tool

Creates a populated EBS in PRICE H & S

Hardware, Software, Development, Production, O&S

Incorporates design source
– Design integration of COTS/GFE

– Modification of COTS/GFE/inherited designs

– Integration & test of assemblies

– Hardware/software integration & test
Multiple hardware and software targets

Exports results to systems engineering tool

“Preset” & “Override” files for estimator control
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RDD-100 Solution
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RDD-100 Solution
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Key Issues

Better understanding of customer needs

Better communication:
– Product capabilities

– Product limitations

– Product availability

Increase
– Customer focus

– Throughput

– Quality
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You Can Expect

Major enhancements on annual basis

Minor revisions on continuing basis

Establishment of formal customer 
feedback mechanism

Increased use of WWW client only site
– Software availability (revision, beta & gold)

– Bug lists

– Service Releases

Timely communication of upcoming 
release goals
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Next Steps

Q4 1998 actions 
– Customer survey

– Formation of forum

– Invigorated web page

Quarterly Newsletter Column

Ongoing contact point email address:
– productdevelopment@pricesystems.com
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Summary

Significant annual investment in Product Development
– ~30% of personnel

– ~$25,000 in capital

– ~$40,000 in software tools and training

Significant Achievements (last twelve months alone)
– 2 new products (PRICE E & ForeSight)

– 3 enterprise solutions (Excel, RDD & Project)

– 6 major enhancements

Ambitious Plans
– Continued increase in throughput

– Increased customer focus

– Increased custom development

We are dedicated to your success!
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